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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Primary Amendment 

1 . The Applicants' preliminary amendment filed on 01/30/2006 was entered. As the results, 
each of claims 1-17 was amended. New dependent claim 18 was added. At this point, claims 1- 
18 are pending in this Application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in pubhc use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5, 7-10, 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 

by Brown (US. Pat. #: 5,987,107). 

Regarding claim 1, Brown teaches a method for realizing charging, comprising the steps 

of." 

a. setting up a mapping relation between a service attribute of a to-be-charged service 
and a charging rule of the to-be-charged service (col.5, lines 41-67); 

b. acquiring the service attribute of the to-be-charged service when the to-be-charged 
service is needed to be charged (col.6, lines 8-23); 
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c. acquiring the charging rule of the to-be-charged service through the service 
attribute of the to-be-charged service, according to the mapping relation between the service 
attribute and the charging rule (col.6, lines 24-26); and 

d. charging the to-be-charged service according to the acquired charging rule of 

the to-be-charged service (col.6, lines 32-45; also see flow charts in figures 5A, 5B, 5C and 5D). 

Regarding claim 2, note identifiers of different call types, e.g., metered call (call type or 

identifier 15), marine call (call type 14), special service call (call type 16), etc (in figures 5A, 
5B, 5C and 5D) and notional charge or normal charge associated with the specific identifier 
being applied (col. 10, lines 1-16). 

Regarding claim 3, note col.5, lines 47-51; col.6, lines 8-12 and col.lO, lines 27-48. 

Regarding claims 5 and 7, note the calling circles in which a group of customers are 
identified as belonging to a circle in col.5, lines 57-67 as a flag of selective service charging 
attribute. 

Regarding claim 8, note col.4, lines 42-43; col.6, lines 53-60 and col.l 1, lines 1-7. 

Regarding claims 9 and 10, also note in col.5, lines 57-67 that the calling circles in which 
a group of customers are identified as belonging to a circle in col.5, lines 57-67 as a flag of 
selective service charging attribute. The call will be charged with lower rate. Thus the lower rate 
read on a subordinate charging rule. Also, the calls made within the circle are charged at the 
lower rate read on session quantity rounding policy. 
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Regarding claim 16, a charging system (i.e., the charging station 18 as shown in figures 
1 and 2) comprising: 

a module for acquiring a charging rule and a charging processing module, wherein the 
module for acquiring said charging rule acquires the charging rule corresponding to a 
to-be-charged service according to a service attribute of the to-be-charged service, and 
transmits the charging rule to the charging processing module; 

wherein the charging processing module charges the to-be-charged service according 
to the transmitted charging rule (coL5, line 15 through col. 8, line 45). 

Regarding claim 18, also note in col.5, lines 57-67 that the calling circles in which a 
group of customers are identified as belonging to a circle in col.5, lines 57-67 as a flag of 
selective service charging attribute. The call will be charged with lower rate. Thus the lower rate 
read on a subordinate charging rule. Also, the calls made within the circle are charged at the 
lower rate read on session quantity rounding policy. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 4, 6, 11-15, 17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

5 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hanagan et al. (Pub. No.: US 2004/0133487) teaches a system and method for allowing 
all services to be charged with different rates in according to usage of specific service provided 
to a client. The system and method further allowing the client to view the results of usages of 
services as well as rates associated with the services. 

Funk et al. (US. Pat. #: 5,185,785) teaches a method and apparatus for recording and 
rating telecommunication transactions made over a communication network. There are different 
tables of services provided by a carrier in associated with service charging rates. A user is 
charged for his or her telecommunication service based on a unique code associated with the 
carrier who provided the service. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh K. Tieu whose telephone number is (57 1 ) 272-75 1 0 and E- 
mail address: BINH.TIEU@USPT0.GOV . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Mr. Curtis Kuntz, can be reached on (571) 272-7499 and IF PAPER HAS BEEN 

MISSED FROM THIS OFFICIAL ACTION PACKAGE, PLEASE CALL CUSTOMER 

SERVICE FOR THE SUBSTITUTIONS OR COPIES. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
Or faxed to: (571) 273-8300 
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401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
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Application Information Retrieval (FAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the FAIR 
system, see http :// pair-direct. uspto . gov . If you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Date: June 2008 



/BINH K. TIEU/ 

Primary Examiner 
Technology Division 2614 



